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-were right in claiming him as their son (in a previous birth).
Anguttara Commentary (1.400) provides the description of a
similar incident. When Buddha was touring in the land of the
Bhaggas during the eighth year of his Buddhahood and entered
Sumsumaragiri, a householder Nakulapita and his wife came
and called the Buddha as their 'son* in many previous births.

This phenomenon of some people having purvanivasa jnana,
the knowledge of having previous births, is an axiom in the
Hindu view of life, and is only as mysterious as the fact that
most people do not have this faculty! The Buddha's recollection
of so many births made him and others understand the evolu-
tion of the 'Bodhisattva character* from the humble births
ending up to the most sublime as Gautama Buddha.

It has been reported (Rhys Davids, Buddhist India, Chapter
XL) that in the earliest canons, the Buddha in his previous
'birth is never identified with an animal, or even with an
ordinary man; he is identified only with some famous sage of
'bygone times. This is understandable, since the Buddha's
followers were hesitant to accept Bodhisattva as anything less
-than the Buddha or some sage of equivalent stature. The Jataka
.anecdotes, however, make it abundantly clear that Bodhisattva
passed through a path of spiritual ascent often marked by
humbler births or even temporary downfall.

We have already told the story of Bodhisattva as a thief
involved with a courtesan, Shyama (318) and as a king enchant-
ed with the beauty of his friend's wife, Unmadayanti (527). The
Buddha did not hesitate to narrate how he was smitten with
sexual passion even as a celebrated monk in a previous birth.
When one of his lay disciples went astray with sexual fire, the
Master exclaimed : "Shall not the wind that shakes Mount
"Sumeru also stir a heap of old leaves ? This sin has troubled
-the enlightened Buddha himself." Then he narrated Samkalpa
.Jataka (251) in which Boddhisattva, a venerable monk, acci-
-dentally saw his hostess, the queen, in nude condition and then,
'the evil passion that had been calmed by the power of 'his
-ecstasy, rose as a cobra rises, spreading his hood, from the
Basket in which he is kept*. On this occasion* he could restrain